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Asking the Right Questions

Imagine sitting across from the smartest robot in the world—a robot that’s eager to help but only as clever as the questions you ask. If you’re clear and precise, it dazzles with useful answers. If you’re vague or impossible, well, it might leave you scratching your head.

Why Your Questions Matter

Think of your question like throwing a ball. A wild toss might send the robot running in the wrong direction, while a perfectly aimed throw lands right in its hands. In simpler terms, a clear question leads to a clear answer.

The Secret to Great Questions is simple:

	Be clear and specific. 

	Ask about things the robot actually knows. 

	Start general and narrow down with follow-ups. 



By mastering this skill, you’ll turn every conversation into a treasure hunt for knowledge. The better you ask, the better you learn—and the more fun you’ll have along the way!

Let’s dive into the art of crafting questions that unlock the robot’s full potential.


Chapter 1

Unlock the Treasure


“In the age of AI, knowing how to ask the right questions is like holding the flashlight in a dark cave—it guides you to the treasure.”

– Gurunanda, the AI Guru

Answers are everywhere, but sharp questions cut through the noise and unlock real magic. This book will help you master the art of crafting effective prompts. With the right questions, you can leverage generative AI to its fullest.

Once upon a time, knowledge was a rare treasure. Books were the vessels of information, and libraries were the sanctuaries of wisdom. To learn, you had to invest time and effort, trudging to libraries, sifting through dusty tomes, and relying on a select few experts. This scarcity made people intentional learners. Every choice mattered because resources were limited.

Now, the game has changed. The internet has turned knowledge into a flood. Over the last 30 years, the digital revolution has put a universe of ideas at your fingertips. With just a few clicks, you can explore vast realms of information. Generative AI, especially tools like ChatGPT, has taken this accessibility to new heights. Now, with a simple prompt, you can tap into a reservoir of wisdom that was once unimaginable.

Learning how to prompt AI effectively is your key to unlocking this treasure. It’s not just about asking any question; it’s about formulating the right question to yield the most valuable insights. This skill turns you into a superhuman in your quest for knowledge. Mastering the art of prompting gives you a significant edge in a world driven by AI. Ignore this skill, and you risk being left behind as technology races forward.

This book is your concise guide to effective prompting. It won’t just hand you a list of prompts to copy and paste. Instead, it focuses on the principles that underpin successful inquiries. By understanding these principles, you can create prompts tailored to your needs. This approach nurtures creativity and adaptability, empowering you to engage with AI meaningfully.

Imagine asking questions that not only lead to answers but also spark new ideas and perspectives. By prompting AI with intention and clarity, you can navigate the vast sea of information with confidence. Your future self will thank you for investing the time to learn this essential skill now. As we dive into the chapters ahead, remember that each prompt you craft is a step toward unlocking your potential and harnessing the power of generative AI.

In short, crafting effective prompts is not just a technical skill; it’s a transformative capability that enhances your learning journey and empowers you in the age of AI. Embrace this opportunity to illuminate your path and discover the treasures that await.

Takeaways

	Sharp questions are essential for leveraging generative AI and accessing valuable insights. 

	The shift from limited access to abundant information highlights the importance of mastering prompting to stay relevant in a rapidly evolving tech landscape. 

	Learning to formulate effective prompts fosters creativity and adaptability, enhancing your overall learning experience and empowering you in the age of AI. 




1.1 Understanding Generative AI

“The greatest danger in times of turbulence is not the turbulence; it is to act with yesterday’s logic.”

– Peter Drucker

Generative AI is a fascinating field where machines create content that resembles human outputs. At its core, generative AI uses complex algorithms and vast amounts of data to generate text, images, music, and more. Let’s break down how this technology works, focusing on popular tools like ChatGPT and Gemini.

First, understand the fundamental principles behind generative AI. These systems are built on models called neural networks, particularly transformer models. Transformers process data in a way that helps them understand context and relationships. Think of it as reading a book where each sentence builds on the previous one; transformers analyze patterns in data sequences similarly.

ChatGPT, developed by OpenAI, is a prime example. It’s trained on a diverse dataset that includes books, articles, and websites. This training helps it learn language patterns and grammar. When you ask ChatGPT a question, it predicts the next word in a sentence based on prior words. This process repeats until a full response is generated. The result? A coherent, contextually relevant answer that feels like a conversation with a human.

Gemini, another advanced AI tool, takes a slightly different approach. While it also uses transformer models, Gemini integrates different types of data, such as text and images. This capability allows it to understand and generate more complex outputs. For instance, if you ask Gemini to create a story about a cat in a futuristic city, it can weave together descriptions that blend visual and textual elements seamlessly. This multi-modal understanding marks a significant leap in generative AI, making interactions richer and more immersive.

One key feature of generative AI tools like ChatGPT and Gemini is their ability to learn from user interactions. As people engage with these systems, they provide feedback that can improve the models over time. This ongoing learning means generative AI evolves and adapts, becoming increasingly sophisticated and capable of delivering more accurate and nuanced responses.

Moreover, generative AI isn’t just about text. It can create images, music, and even code. For example, tools like DALL-E can generate images from textual descriptions. If you describe a “two-headed flamingo wearing sunglasses,” DALL-E can produce a unique image that matches your request. This ability to generate multimedia content opens up endless possibilities for creativity and innovation.

However, generative AI also comes with challenges. Ethical considerations, such as misinformation and copyright issues, are significant concerns. As these tools grow more powerful, so does the responsibility of developers and users. Ensuring generative AI is used for positive purposes is crucial.

In summary, generative AI is a powerful technology that leverages neural networks and extensive training data to create human-like content. Tools like ChatGPT and Gemini showcase this potential, offering engaging and interactive experiences. As we explore and refine generative AI, balancing innovation with ethical considerations is vital to ensure these advancements benefit society.


Takeaways

	Generative AI uses complex algorithms, particularly transformer models, to create human-like content across various media, including text, images, and music. 

	Tools like ChatGPT and Gemini learn from user interactions, evolving over time to provide more accurate and contextually relevant responses. 

	Ethical challenges, such as misinformation and copyright issues, must be addressed to ensure that generative AI is used responsibly and for the benefit of society. 




1.2 The Importance of Proper Prompts

In the realm of generative AI, crafting effective prompts is your foundation for unlocking the full potential of Large Language Models (LLMs).

Think of a prompt as a compass: if it’s vague or points in the wrong direction, the AI will wander aimlessly, and the results may disappoint. But when your prompt is clear and precise, it guides the AI toward relevant, insightful, and actionable responses.

Why Context Matters

Providing the right context is like setting the scene before a play—it ensures the AI understands the situation and delivers responses that align with your expectations. Without context, the AI might make wrong assumptions or produce outputs that miss the mark.

Example:

	Bad Prompt: “What is the best way to succeed?” 

	Good Prompt: “What are the key steps to building a successful online business in 2024, considering current trends in e-commerce and social media?” 



The first example is vague. Success could mean anything—career, relationships, fitness, or beyond. The second example provides clear context, narrowing the scope to a specific domain (online business), time frame (2024), and key factors (e-commerce and social media). This focus enables the AI to deliver targeted, useful advice.

Avoid Asking What the AI Cannot Deliver

AI excels in some areas but struggles in others, like predicting the future or providing niche knowledge outside its training. Asking about topics the AI can’t handle can lead to “hallucinations” (fabricated answers).

Example:

	Bad Prompt: “What will be the stock price of XYZ company in December 2025?” 

	Good Prompt: “What are common factors that influence the stock prices of tech companies, and how might these apply to XYZ?” 



The bad prompt asks for a prediction the AI can’t reliably make. The good prompt shifts focus to an analysis of general trends and patterns, which the AI can address accurately.

Iterate: Go from General to Specific

When exploring a topic for the first time, think of your interaction as a journey. Start broad to gather context, then refine your prompts as you learn. Iterative questioning helps you uncover what you “don’t know you don’t know,” gradually guiding you toward meaningful answers.

Example Iteration:

	General Prompt: “What are the main challenges in renewable energy adoption?” 

	Follow-up Prompt: “Can you explain the role of government policies in addressing these challenges?” 

	Focused Prompt: “What are the most effective policy measures implemented in Europe to accelerate solar energy adoption?” 



The first prompt provides an overview, the second adds depth, and the third focuses on a specific aspect, delivering actionable insights. This iterative approach allows you to learn and refine your understanding step by step.

Key Principles in Action

	Right Context: Frame the prompt with enough detail to eliminate ambiguity. 

	Bad Prompt: “How does it work?” 

	Good Prompt: “How does the process of blockchain validation work in cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin?” 

	AI’s Strengths: Ask questions that leverage the AI’s ability to analyze, summarize, or explain, rather than predict or fabricate. 

	Bad Prompt: “Tell me the secrets of the universe.” 

	Good Prompt: “What are the current scientific theories about the origins of the universe?” 

	Iterative Refinement: Use follow-up prompts to build on initial responses and delve deeper into specific areas. 

	Initial Prompt: “What is artificial intelligence?” 

	Follow-up: “What are the main types of artificial intelligence, and how do they differ in application?” 



Why This Matters

Mastering prompts isn’t just about getting better answers; it’s about fostering productive interactions with AI. Clear and purposeful prompts maximize the AI’s potential as a tool for learning, problem-solving, and creativity. They also encourage critical thinking, helping you clarify your goals and refine your questions.

Effective prompting is a skill that opens the door to meaningful insights and innovative solutions. Remember to provide the right context, ask questions aligned with the AI’s capabilities, and iterate as you explore. The next time you engage with AI, think of your prompt not just as a question but as a conversation starter—one that sets the stage for discovery and collaboration.


Chapter 2

The Art of Proper Prompting


“The art of communication is the language of leadership.”

– James Humes

Prompting isn’t just a technique; it’s a skill that combines understanding and practice. Whether you’re chatting with AI or leading a discussion, how you ask questions matters. The way you frame your prompts can make or break the quality of the responses you get. Mastering effective prompting is crucial for getting what you want, and it takes time to get it right.

To simplify this process, use the P.R.O.P.E.R framework: Purposeful, Relevant, Organized, Precise, Engaging, and Restrained. This framework is your roadmap to crafting prompts that lead to meaningful conversations.

By mastering the P.R.O.P.E.R framework, you’ll not only improve your interactions with AI but also boost your overall communication skills. With practice, you’ll see how effective prompting can spark insightful discussions, whether you’re searching for information, brainstorming, or exploring new ideas.


2.1 Key Characteristics of Proper Prompts

“The single biggest problem in communication is the illusion that it has taken place.”

— George Bernard Shaw

Creating effective prompts is vital for getting the best responses, whether in writing or conversation. The P.R.O.P.E.R framework helps you craft these prompts. Let’s break down each characteristic:

Purposeful: Every prompt needs a clear purpose. What do you want to achieve? Is it to inspire creativity, gather information, or provoke thought? A purposeful prompt directs the responder. For example, instead of asking, “What do you think about climate change?” try, “How can individuals combat climate change in their daily lives?” This sets a clear direction and encourages actionable thinking.

Relevant: Relevance keeps people engaged. Your prompt must connect with the audience’s interests (or with the AI model capabilities). If it feels disconnected, responses will be uninspired. For educators discussing technology, ask, “What role will AI play in the future of education?” This invites meaningful insights based on their experiences.

Organized: An organized prompt presents information logically. It should clearly state what you’re asking. For example, “Describe your favorite vacation and explain why it was memorable” is straightforward. It outlines two tasks, making it easier for the responder to structure their thoughts.

Precise: Precision eliminates vagueness. The more specific your prompt, the better the responses. Instead of “Talk about your hobbies,” say, “What are your three favorite hobbies, and how do they influence your daily life?” This specificity leads to richer, more detailed responses.

Engaging: An engaging prompt grabs attention and sparks interest. Use imaginative language or scenarios. Instead of “Describe a pet,” try, “If your pet could talk for a day, what stories would they tell about your life together?” This invites creativity and personal storytelling.

Restrained: Restraint means avoiding overly complex questions. Simple prompts are often more effective. Focus on one idea at a time. Instead of asking, “What are your views on education, technology, and the future of work?” ask, “How has technology changed education in the last decade?” This allows for focused, thoughtful responses.

The P.R.O.P.E.R framework—Purposeful, Relevant, Organized, Precise, Engaging, and Restrained—forms a solid foundation for crafting effective prompts. Applying these characteristics to your questions and you’ll elicit thoughtful, better responses. Remember, the right prompt opens doors to creativity and deeper understanding.



Takeaways

	When you build your prompts, get them to be Purposeful, Relevant, Organized, Precise, Engaging, and Restrained. 

	A clear purpose guides responders, while relevance ensures engagement by connecting with their experiences. 

	Organized and precise prompts reduce ambiguity, while engaging and restrained prompts invite creativity without overwhelming the responder.




2.2 Purposeful Prompts

“The future depends on what you do today.”

– Mahatma Gandhi

Purposeful prompts are crucial in AI interactions. Clearly defining your prompt’s goal is key to achieving specific outcomes. When you establish a clear purpose, the quality of results improves dramatically.

For instance, consider a teacher using AI to generate quiz questions. If the prompt says, “Generate quiz questions,” the AI might produce random questions that don’t align with the curriculum. But if the teacher specifies, “Generate five multiple-choice questions about photosynthesis for a 10th-grade biology class,” the results will be much more relevant. Clarity in purpose enhances output and saves time.

To identify your prompt’s goal, ask yourself what you want to achieve. Is it information, creativity, or problem-solving? Once you know your objective, craft a prompt that aligns with it.

Here are two exercises to help create purpose-driven prompts:

	Goal Identification Exercise: Write down three specific outcomes you want from your AI interaction. For example, generating ideas for a marketing campaign or seeking information on climate change. Think about what information you need to achieve each outcome. 

	Refinement Exercise: Take a vague prompt and refine it. Change “Tell me about dogs” to “What are the top five dog breeds for families with young children, and why are they suitable?” This practice helps you focus on specificity, leading to better results. 



Let’s look at examples of ineffective prompts versus those with clear intentions. A marketing team used a vague prompt: “Give me ideas for a campaign.” The AI generated generic concepts that didn’t resonate with their audience. When they refined their prompt to “Generate three creative social media campaign ideas targeting environmentally conscious consumers for our eco-friendly product,” the AI produced tailored suggestions.

Another example comes from content creation. A writer prompted the AI with “Write a blog post.” The output was disjointed. However, when the writer specified, “Write a 1,000-word blog post discussing the benefits of meditation for stress relief, including scientific studies and personal anecdotes,” the AI delivered a cohesive, engaging article.

An effective prompt must have a clear purpose. Define your goal and refine your prompt to ensure it sets a clear objective. The clearer your purpose, the more aligned your AI interactions will be.



Takeaways

	Clearly defining the goal of a prompt is crucial for achieving specific outcomes in AI interactions. 

	Refining vague prompts into specific requests leads to improved results and saves time. 

	Case studies show that purposeful prompts enhance creativity and effectiveness, maximizing the impact of AI-generated content. 




2.3 Relevant Requests

“To know what you cannot answer is often more important than to answer what you cannot know.”

— Jiddu Krishnamurti

Crafting thoughtful prompts is essential when engaging with AI. Recognize the model’s strengths—like generating coherent text or analyzing data—while avoiding its weaknesses, such as making predictions or providing unsupported facts.

Avoiding Hallucinations:

Hallucinations happen when the AI invents answers to fill knowledge gaps. Aligning your prompts with tasks the AI can handle reduces inaccuracies.

Example of Hallucination: Asking for the “current weather” might prompt the AI to fabricate an answer due to a lack of real-time data.

Improving Relevance:

A well-crafted prompt ensures the AI’s response is relevant, eliminating unnecessary information.

Example of Irrelevance: Asking, “What is the best city in the world?” can yield subjective responses. A better prompt would be, “What are the most livable cities based on quality-of-life rankings?”

How to Evaluate Whether a Prompt is Relevant

Understand the AI’s Strengths:

The AI excels at:

	Summarizing text or analyzing information. 

	Generating creative content within guidelines. 

	Clearly explaining concepts. 



The AI struggles with:

	Real-time data. 

	Highly niche knowledge. 

	Complex reasoning beyond its training data. 



Test for Specificity and Iterate:

A good prompt narrows focus. Before submitting, ask:

	Does this prompt avoid ambiguity? 

	Does it specify a task, audience, or context? 



Start with a broad question if unsure, then follow up with focused prompts to dive deeper.

Example Progression:

	Broad: “Tell me about renewable energy.” 

	Refined: “What are the most significant challenges in adopting solar energy in urban areas?” 

	Specific: “What policies have cities implemented to overcome barriers to solar energy adoption?” 



Examples of Good and Bad Prompts

Bad Prompt 1: “What are some futuristic technologies?”

Problem: This is too vague; “futuristic technologies” could mean anything.

Good Prompt 1: “What emerging AI technologies could transform healthcare in the next decade?”

Improvement: This focuses on AI, healthcare, and a specific timeframe, leading to a more informative response.

Bad Prompt 2: “Tell me about success.”

Problem: This is ambiguous; success could refer to many contexts.

Good Prompt 2: “What are the habits of successful entrepreneurs in the tech industry?”

Improvement: This adds context and specificity, making the response more targeted.

Exercises to Refine Prompt Scope

Rewrite Broad Prompts:

Practice narrowing vague prompts.

Example: “Explain technology.” → “Explain how blockchain is used in supply chain management.”

Spot Irrelevance:

Assess prompts to ensure they align with the AI’s capabilities.

Prompt: “Predict who will win the next presidential election.”

Feedback: The AI cannot predict elections. Reframe to: “What factors influence election outcomes, and how do they vary by country?”

Stories of Irrelevant or Overly Broad Prompts

Confusion from Ambiguity:

A user once asked, “How does it work?” without context. The AI gave a generic response, leading to frustration. But when reframed to “How does machine learning optimize search engines?” the answer was focused and useful.

Off-Topic Results from Broad Prompts:

Prompt: “Tell me about the universe.”

Result: The AI generated a lengthy essay on stars, missing the user’s intent. A better prompt would be, “Explain how dark matter influences galaxy formation.”

By aligning your prompts with the AI’s strengths, you ensure productive and relevant interactions.



Key Takeaways

	Tailor prompts to the AI’s strengths and limitations. 

	Be specific, provide context, and refine through iteration. 

	Avoid ambiguous or overly broad questions that lead to irrelevant or fabricated results.




2.4 Organized Instructions

“Clarity breeds mastery.”

— Robin Sharma

The way you structure your prompts significantly influences the quality of AI responses. A well-organized prompt provides clarity and guides the AI in understanding your intent. This is crucial because AI systems rely heavily on the input they receive. If that input is vague, the output will likely be unsatisfactory.

Consider structured prompts. A structured prompt breaks down your request into clear components, making it easier for the AI to process and generate relevant responses. Organizing your prompt logically enhances the AI’s ability to comprehend context, actions required, and constraints. It’s like giving clear instructions to a team member; the more explicit you are, the better the results.

A structured prompt includes three main elements: context, action, and constraints. Here’s how to break it down:

	Context: Provide background information. This sets the stage for the AI. Instead of saying, “Tell me about climate change,” say, “Explain the impact of climate change on coastal cities in the last decade.” 

	Action: Clearly specify what you want the AI to do. Instead of just asking for information, say, “Analyze the economic effects of climate change on coastal cities and suggest potential mitigation strategies.” 

	Constraints: Define any limitations or specific requirements. This could be word count, style, or focus areas. For example, “Provide a summary in no more than 200 words, focusing on economic aspects and excluding environmental factors.” 



Using this framework, let’s illustrate the difference between poorly organized prompts and their structured counterparts.

Example of a Poorly Organized Prompt: “Tell me about climate change.”

This prompt is vague and lacks direction. The AI might provide a broad overview.

Example of a Structured Prompt: “In no more than 150 words, summarize the key causes of climate change, focusing specifically on human activities such as industrialization and deforestation.”

This structured prompt gives clear context, specifies the action, and sets a constraint. The result is likely to be more focused and relevant.

Iterating on your prompts is vital for working effectively with AI. Start with a general prompt to gauge the AI’s understanding, then refine based on responses. This iterative process helps you learn what works and what doesn’t, crafting better prompts over time.

In summary, organizing your prompts logically with clear instructions is essential for maximizing AI effectiveness. By using structured frameworks and iterating your prompts, you can significantly improve response quality. This approach enhances your overall experience, making it easier to extract valuable insights from AI.




Takeaways

	The structure of your prompts is crucial; well-organized prompts enhance AI’s understanding and improve response quality. 

	A structured prompt should include three key elements: context (background information), action (specific task), and constraints (limitations or requirements). 

	Iterating on your prompts allows for refinement based on AI responses, helping you craft more effective requests over time. 




2.5 Precise Communication

“Communication works for those who work at it.”

- John Powell

When communicating with AI, precision is key. Think of it like talking to a genie. If you say, “I want to be rich,” the genie might interpret that unexpectedly. The same principle applies to AI. Vague instructions lead to off-target responses.

To get accurate responses, your prompts must be concise and clear. Think of your prompt as a roadmap. If the directions are muddled, the AI will struggle to find your destination. Instead of asking, “Tell me about history,” ask, “Can you summarize the significant events of the American Civil War?” The latter gives the AI a clear focus.

Ambiguity leads to misunderstandings. When you use vague language, the AI fills in gaps, often making assumptions that don’t align with your intent. For example, “What’s the best way to cook?” might yield a general overview. But if you specify, “What’s the best way to cook a steak medium-rare on a grill?” the AI can provide a detailed answer.

To refine your prompts, consider these exercises:

	Identify Vague Prompts: Take a vague prompt like, “Tell me about sports.” What do you want to know? Rewrite it as, “Can you provide an overview of the rules of soccer?” Notice how this specificity guides the AI. 

	Test and Compare: Try the vague prompt first and note the response. Then, use the refined prompt and observe the difference. You’ll find that the precise prompt yields a more relevant answer. 

	Use Examples: Include examples when asking for information. Instead of saying, “Give me tips on writing,” say, “What are three tips for writing a compelling introduction for a persuasive essay?” This narrows the focus and sets context. 

	Iterate and Improve: After receiving a response, reflect on it. Was it what you expected? If not, tweak your prompt further. This iterative process helps you learn how to communicate more effectively with AI. 



Think of it like giving a recipe to a chef. If you simply say, “Make me dinner,” you might end up with something you don’t want. But if you specify, “I’d like a vegetarian pasta dish with tomatoes and basil,” you’re more likely to get a meal that satisfies your cravings.

In summary, precise communication with AI is crucial for receiving accurate responses. By being specific and avoiding ambiguity, you help the AI understand your intent, leading to better outcomes. Just like talking to a genie, the clearer you are with your wishes, the more likely you are to get what you truly desire. Take the time to craft your prompts carefully; it pays off in the quality of answers you receive.



Takeaways

	Precise and clear prompts are essential for effective communication with AI; vague instructions can lead to unexpected responses. 

	Specificity in prompts, such as detailing context or examples, significantly improves the quality and relevance of the AI’s answers. 

	An iterative approach to refining prompts—testing, comparing, and tweaking—enhances your ability to communicate effectively with AI.




2.6 Engaging Creativity

“Creativity takes courage.”

– Henri Matisse

Creativity fuels engaging prompts for AI. When crafting these prompts, encourage imaginative thinking and provoke thoughtful responses. This enhances interaction and opens up a world of possibilities for innovative outputs.

One key to fostering creativity is knowing when to leave room for interpretation. For brainstorming or storytelling tasks, provide a framework without being overly prescriptive. Instead of saying, “Write a story about a cat that saves the day,” try, “Imagine a world where animals have secret lives. What adventures does a cat embark on?” This invites the AI to explore various narratives.

Using open-ended language effectively is crucial. Create prompts that inspire rather than limit responses. Phrases like “What if…” or “Imagine a scenario where…” stimulate imaginative thinking. For example, “What if humans could communicate with plants? Describe a conversation between a gardener and a sunflower.” This prompt sparks creativity and allows for a wide range of interpretations.

Let’s look at some creative prompts and the results they can elicit. A prompt like, “Create a new holiday that celebrates an unusual theme. What traditions would it include?” can lead to fascinating ideas like “Invisible Friends Day,” where people honor imaginary companions with parades and storytelling sessions. The results can be whimsical and thought-provoking, showcasing the power of creativity in AI-generated content.

Inspiring use cases abound where engaging AI creatively has led to surprising results. A marketing team used AI to brainstorm campaign ideas for a new product. They prompted, “If this product were a character in a movie, who would it be and why?” The AI produced unique angles, including a superhero theme that influenced the campaign’s direction. Similarly, educators have used AI to generate innovative lesson plans by prompting, “How would you teach the concept of time travel to a group of 10-year-olds?” The AI’s imaginative responses included interactive games that made learning fun.

Engaging creativity in AI prompts enhances response quality and fosters a collaborative environment where human and machine creativity can flourish. By employing open-ended language and allowing for imaginative exploration, we unlock a treasure trove of innovative ideas.

In summary, how we craft prompts influences the creativity of AI responses. By encouraging open-ended thinking and providing a framework for exploration, we inspire the AI to generate content that is engaging and innovative. Whether for storytelling, brainstorming, or problem-solving, the art of prompt creation is a powerful tool in harnessing AI creativity.



Takeaways

	Creativity is essential for crafting engaging AI prompts that encourage imaginative thinking and diverse outputs. 

	Open-ended prompts, which leave room for interpretation, lead to more innovative responses and unexpected narratives. 

	Using inspiring language and frameworks fosters collaboration between human and AI creativity, enhancing the quality of generated content.




2.7 Restrained Inputs

“Art thrives on restrictions and dies of freedom.”

— Leonardo da Vinci

When crafting prompts for AI, setting clear boundaries is crucial. Without those boundaries, the AI can veer off course, resulting in interesting but unfocused responses. Think of it this way: if you were giving directions to a friend, you wouldn’t just say, “Go somewhere fun.” Instead, you’d specify, “Take a left at the park, then a right at the coffee shop.” The same principle applies to AI prompts.

Setting constraints like tone, length, and format sharpens the AI’s focus. For instance, if you specify a professional tone, the AI will avoid casual language, making the output suitable for business contexts. Similarly, if you set a word limit, the AI will condense its ideas, eliminating fluff and keeping the response direct. This enhances the relevance of the information and ensures the output aligns with your expectations.

To effectively add constraints to your prompts, follow this guide:

	Define Your Objective: Clarify what you want from the AI. Are you looking for a summary, analysis, or creative content? Knowing this helps shape your constraints. 

	Choose Your Tone: Decide on the tone that fits your audience. Should it be formal, conversational, persuasive, or informative? Specify this in your prompt. 

	Set Length Requirements: Determine how long or short you want the response. For example, you might want a brief overview in 100 words or a detailed explanation in 500 words. 

	Specify the Format: If you need the information in a particular format—like a list, paragraph, or bullet points—make that clear. 

	Provide Context: Include any relevant background information to help the AI understand the context better. 



Let’s look at practice examples to illustrate how these constraints can be applied:

	Without Constraints: “Tell me about climate change.” 

	This prompt could lead to a lengthy, unfocused discussion covering various aspects. 

	With Constraints: “In 150 words, explain the causes of climate change in a formal tone.” 

	This prompt guides the AI to provide a concise, focused response that highlights key causes. 



Consider how constraints transform chaotic outputs into concise, usable information. Asking, “What do you think about technology?” might yield a wide-ranging response. But if you say, “In a professional tone, summarize the impact of technology on education in 200 words,” you’ll receive a well-structured, relevant response.

Another example could be asking, “What are the benefits of exercise?” without constraints could yield a long, meandering response. But with the input “List five benefits of exercise in bullet points,” the AI will provide a clean, easy-to-read list.

In summary, setting clear boundaries in your prompts guides the AI to deliver focused, relevant, and usable responses. This saves time and enhances interaction quality. So, the next time you engage with AI, remember: clear boundaries lead to clearer answers.




Takeaways

	Setting clear boundaries in AI prompts is essential for ensuring focused and relevant responses, similar to giving precise directions to a friend. 

	Specifying constraints like tone, length, and format sharpens the AI’s focus, resulting in outputs that align with user expectations and eliminate unnecessary detail. 

	Following a structured approach—defining objectives, choosing tone, setting length, specifying format, and providing context—enhances the quality of AI interactions and saves time. 




2.8 ASAP - As Specific As Possible

When crafting prompts for AI, incorporating assumptions or constraints directly into the prompt is an effective strategy. This technique enhances the relevance and usefulness of the output.

Consider this example: instead of asking, “What are some innovative ideas for a marketing campaign?” refine your inquiry by adding specific assumptions. For instance, say, “Assume the marketing budget is limited to $10,000, the target audience is eco-conscious millennials, and the campaign needs to emphasize sustainability. What innovative ideas can you suggest?”

This refined prompt does several crucial things.

First, it reduces ambiguity. By defining the parameters, you provide the AI with a roadmap. Without these constraints, the AI might generate ideas that, while creative, may not be applicable. When the AI understands its boundaries, it tailors suggestions more effectively.

Second, embedding assumptions simulates real-world conditions. In business, we often face limitations like budget constraints and target demographics. Mimicking these limitations in your prompt encourages the AI to generate actionable insights. This allows the AI to function as a problem-solving partner that understands your challenges.

Third, adding constraints directs creativity. It may seem counterintuitive, but limitations can spur innovative thinking. When the AI is given specific parameters, it must think critically within those boundaries. This often leads to unique approaches that might not surface in a more open-ended inquiry.

This method aligns with the P.R.O.P.E.R. framework, emphasizing the importance of being Precise, Relevant, Objective, Practical, Engaging, and Realistic in your prompts. By adding assumptions or constraints, you introduce an additional layer of situational realism that enhances AI output.

For instance, if you ask for product ideas, specify, “Assume the product must be eco-friendly, target young professionals, and be priced under $50. What innovative product ideas can you suggest?” This prompts the AI to generate ideas that are not only creative but also feasible and aligned with your target market’s values.

Incorporating assumptions and constraints into your AI prompts significantly improves response quality. By reducing ambiguity, simulating real-world conditions, and directing creativity, you make the AI’s output more relevant and empower it as a valuable tool in your decision-making process. Next time you craft a prompt, remember: the more specific you are, the better the results.



Takeaways

	Incorporating assumptions or constraints in AI prompts reduces ambiguity and provides clear direction, leading to more relevant and useful responses. 

	This technique simulates real-world conditions, allowing the AI to generate actionable insights that align with practical limitations like budget and target demographics. 

	Adding constraints can enhance creativity, prompting the AI to think critically within defined parameters and produce innovative solutions. 




2.9 Clarity Rules

“If you can’t explain it simply, you don’t understand it well enough.”

— Albert Einstein

Effective prompting hinges on clarity and intentionality:

Be clear about what you want and guide the AI with purpose.

This means:

	Defining your goal precisely. 

	Providing enough context to eliminate ambiguity. 

	Structuring your prompt to focus the AI’s strengths on your needs. 



Most Critical Advice:

“The quality of the output depends on the clarity of the input. Ask specifically, guide intentionally, and iterate thoughtfully.”

By crafting thoughtful, clear, and purposeful prompts, you unlock the AI’s potential to provide meaningful, relevant, and actionable responses.


PROPER PROMPTING

[image: A hexagon with different symbols  Description automatically generated]


Chapter 3

Knowledge: The Key to Better Prompts


“An investment in knowledge always pays the best interest.”

— Benjamin Franklin

Imagine you need help fixing a car, but you don’t even know what an engine is. You’d ask vague questions like, “Why doesn’t the car go?” That’s not helpful. But if you understand the basics—like batteries and spark plugs—you could ask, “Could the alternator be the issue since the battery isn’t charging?” See the difference? Knowledge is crucial for crafting effective prompts for AI. The more you know, the better your questions. And better questions lead to better answers.

Knowledge gives your prompts precision. When you’re an expert, you know the lingo. Specialists use precise terms that get straight to the point. A lawyer might ask, “What is the standard of proof required in a civil negligence case in the U.S.?” That’s specific and focused. You get a relevant, actionable response. On the flip side, someone without legal knowledge might ask, “How do you prove something in court?” That’s too vague. You’ll get a generic answer that doesn’t help you at all.

Context matters. Experts can ask questions that are right on target. For example, a software engineer might ask, “What’s the best Python library for handling API requests with rate-limiting capabilities?” A beginner? They might just say, “What’s a Python library?” That’s not going to cut it. The beginner’s question is too broad; it won’t yield useful information. The expert’s question? It’s likely to get specific, actionable recommendations.

Knowledge also lets you dig deeper. When you’re informed, you can build on the AI’s answers. After the AI lists rate-limiting libraries, the software engineer might ask, “How do I implement exponential backoff using the Requests library in Python?” That’s a smart follow-up. It shows understanding and leads to complex insights. Without that knowledge, you might ask something vague like, “Okay, but how do I use it?” That won’t get you anywhere.

Now, if you lack foundational knowledge, you’re in trouble. Vague prompts lead to generic answers. For example, asking, “Write code for an app,” will get you a broad response that’s likely useless. But if you ask, “Write a Flutter widget that displays a list of items fetched from an API and updates on pull-to-refresh,” you’ll get something much more useful.

Without a solid grasp of the subject, you might not even recognize errors in the AI’s output. An inexperienced coder might take AI-generated code at face value, while an experienced developer knows to test and debug it. This difference can make or break your project.

And let’s not forget about deeper understanding. If you don’t know what to ask next, you’ll skim the surface of a topic. A legal novice might ask, “What are the laws about contracts?” and get a basic, generic answer. A knowledgeable person would ask, “What are the enforceability requirements for non-compete agreements in California under current state law?” That question leads to a specific answer that can directly inform legal strategy.

If you’re starting from scratch in a field, don’t worry. You can bridge the gap. Begin with the basics. AI can help break down concepts. Start with simple questions like, “What is a REST API?” or “What are the main components of a contract?” Then, build on those answers. After learning what a REST API is, you could ask, “How do I use REST APIs in Flutter?” and follow up with, “What’s the best way to handle authentication in a REST API using Flutter?”

Evaluate what you’ve learned. Ask follow-up questions to refine your understanding. This builds a mental model for more advanced prompts.

Knowledge empowers you to frame clear, relevant prompts. The AI is a powerful tool, but it relies on you to ask the right questions. Think of it as a partnership: your knowledge sets the direction, and the AI fills in the details. Together, you can achieve precise, impactful results.



Takeaways

	Knowledge boosts the precision of your prompts. The more you understand a topic, the better you can ask specific questions that lead to actionable responses from AI. 

	Context allows experts to frame effective questions, resulting in targeted answers. Vague inquiries from novices often yield generic information. 

	Familiarity with a subject enables deeper engagement with AI outputs, allowing for iterative refinement of questions and a thorough exploration of complex topics.




Chapter 4

Make AI Work for You


“The limits of my language mean the limits of my world.” –Ludwig Wittgenstein

Proper prompting in artificial intelligence is essential. The way you ask questions or give commands shapes the responses you get. It’s not just a technical skill; it’s an art form that can enhance your AI interactions, making them smoother and more productive.

Effective prompting unlocks AI’s full potential. Just like a skilled chef combines ingredients for a delicious dish, you can blend words and phrases to elicit insightful responses from AI.

A well-crafted prompt is like a lighthouse guiding a ship through fog. It directs AI on where to go and how to respond. Remember, prompting isn’t a one-time task. It’s an ongoing process. If you don’t get the answer you want, tweak your question. This back-and-forth is how we communicate as humans. We often need to clarify and elaborate to understand each other better.

As AI technology advances, the need for strong prompting skills will only grow. You don’t need to become a prompt engineer, but mastering the art of prompting is crucial for getting AI to work for you. This not only boosts your productivity but also opens up a wealth of possibilities.

Effective prompting leads to clear communication, resulting in more accurate and meaningful outputs. As we navigate this fast-changing tech landscape, honing your prompting skills will be essential for maximizing AI’s benefits.

Invest time in refining your prompting techniques. Draw inspiration from prompt libraries, adapt them, and experiment. The journey to effective prompting is worthwhile. It will improve your interactions with AI and enhance your communication with people when providing clear instructions.


The Subtle Art of Asking the Right Questions

“If you don’t get AI to do your work, your boss will.”

– Victor Odasnac, inspired by Seth Godin

Prompting is a dance between human words and machine responses. It’s a quirky waltz where your finesse sets the rhythm. A simple question can transform a bland conversation into a rich exchange of ideas.

Prompting AI is like mastering life’s little challenges—cooking a perfect meal, creating a killer playlist, or choosing just the right words in a debate. It’s an art. With the right touch and tone, you’re not just getting answers; you’re uncovering stories, sparking ideas, and building entire worlds.

This isn’t a one-and-done situation. AI, much like a chatty friend, sometimes needs a nudge. If you miss the mark, just rephrase. If the response is lackluster, add some detail. This iterative process feels almost human—minus the coffee breaks and weekend gossip.

As we rely more on AI, it’s fascinating to see how the simple act of posing ‘proper’ questions becomes crucial. With every keystroke, we’re teaching machines to help us learn better. It’s a strange, beautiful loop of learning, driven by the power of words. How curious, and how very human, to turn this into an art form.

Now it’s your turn to make AI work for you.


Annex: 
Prompt Libraries


General Purpose Prompt Libraries:

	PromptBase: A marketplace for buying and selling prompts for various AI models, including GPT models, Stable Diffusion, and DALL-E 2. It offers a wide variety of prompts for different use cases, such as writing, art, marketing, and more. 



https://promptbase.com/

	PromptHero: A large and comprehensive library of prompts for various AI models, including GPT models, Stable Diffusion, and Midjourney. It offers a wide variety of prompts for different use cases, such as art, writing, code generation, and more. It also includes a prompt generator tool that can help you create your own prompts. 



https://prompthero.com/

	Learn Prompting: A free and open-source library of prompts for various AI models, including GPT models. It offers a wide variety of prompts for different use cases, such as writing, code generation, and more. It also includes a tutorial section that can help you learn how to write effective prompts. 



https://www.aiforeducation.io/prompt-library

Additional Prompt Libraries:

	Gemini Prompting Guide: A comprehensive guide to prompt engineering. It includes a section on prompt libraries, as well as a collection of prompt examples. 



https://services.google.com/fh/files/misc/gemini-for-google-workspace-prompting-guide-101.pdf

	AI Prompt Engineering: A website that offers a variety of resources on prompt engineering, including a prompt library. 



https://promptengineering.org/prompt-libraries/


Thank you for reading The Art of Proper Prompting.

If you enjoyed it, please consider sharing it with others and leaving a review. It would be an honor to know we’ve added value to your journey.

Victor Odåsnac

2025

odasnac.com


Also from Victor Odåsnac

[image: A book cover with colorful question marks  Description automatically generated]

[image: A book cover with a wave  Description automatically generated]


[image: A white cover with black text  Description automatically generated]     ​​[image: A book cover with text  Description automatically generated] ​    [image: A book cover with text  Description automatically generated]  ​​  [image: A book cover with a statue and text  Description automatically generated]
Simple Apps

[image: A blue and white logo  Description automatically generated]

Book Writing App 

[image: A blue and white logo  Description automatically generated]

Pomodoro Writing Timer

[image: A logo with a person's head in a circle  Description automatically generated]

Stoic Mentor 

simpleappslab.com

OEBPS/image_rsrcUW.jpg
Words
That

Move

How to Write
Useful Books
In the Age of Al

Victor Odasnac





OEBPS/image_rsrcUS.jpg
THE ART OF
PROPER

PROMPTING

Work for You

Victor Oddsnac

Make Al





OEBPS/image_rsrcUT.jpg
@6 Purposeful

Efg Relevant

Restrained

Engaging @ Organized

()
Precise
©°





OEBPS/image_rsrcV0.jpg





OEBPS/image_rsrcUY.jpg
Stoic Effectiveness

tHE f HABITS
OF

STOIC

LEADERS

LEADING WITH STRENGTH
INTEGRITY AND CALM

Victor Odasnac






OEBPS/image_rsrcUX.jpg
DAILY
STOIC

PRINCIPLES

TIMELESS WISDOM
FOR WORK AND LIFE





OEBPS/image_rsrcUZ.jpg
Victor Odasnac

TRANSFORMING
DOUBT INTO
DISCIPLINE






OEBPS/image_rsrcV1.jpg
&L

FlowITZ

FREE





OEBPS/image_rsrcV2.jpg
@ Stoicwise





OEBPS/image_rsrcUU.jpg
better
questions

M

Master the Art of Asking

for Deeper Impact

victor oddsnac





OEBPS/nav.xhtml

Table of contents

		Asking the Right Questions

		Unlock the Treasure

		1.1 Understanding Generative AI

		1.2 The Importance of Proper Prompts

		The Art of Proper Prompting

		2.1 Key Characteristics of Proper Prompts

		2.2 Purposeful Prompts

		2.3 Relevant Requests

		2.4 Organized Instructions

		2.5 Precise Communication

		2.6 Engaging Creativity

		2.7 Restrained Inputs

		2.8 ASAP - As Specific As Possible

		2.9 Clarity Rules

		Knowledge: The Key to Better Prompts

		Make AI Work for You

		The Subtle Art of Asking the Right Questions

		Annex: Prompt Libraries




Guide

		Cover

		Beginning

		Table of Contents




		1

		2

		3

		4

		5

		6

		7

		8

		9

		10

		11

		12

		13

		14

		15

		16

		17

		18

		19

		20

		21

		22

		23

		24

		25

		26

		27

		28

		29

		30

		31

		32

		33

		34

		35

		36

		37

		38

		39

		40

		41

		42

		43

		44

		45

		46

		47

		48

		49

		50

		51

		52

		53

		54

		55

		56






OEBPS/image_rsrcUV.jpg
Write
Now

A GUIDE TO FINDING
FLOW IN WRITING

Victor Odasnac





